
California Environmental Quality Act 
 

NOTICE OF COMPLETION OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to California Public Resources Code §21091, 21092, 21092.2, and 
21092.3 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15085 and 15087 that the Bay Area Air Quality Management 
District, as lead agency, has prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) in connection 
with the project described in this notice. 

Project Title:  Regulation 12, Rule 12: Flares at Petroleum Refineries. 

Project Location:  The rule applies within the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (District) , which 
includes all of Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, and Santa Clara 
counties, and the southern portions of Solano and Sonoma counties. 

Project Description:  This project affects flares in petroleum refineries, excepting flares or thermal 
oxidizers used to control emissions exclusively from organic liquid storage vessels, loading racks, marine 
vessel loading operations, wastewater operations or pump seals.  The project is a proposed new rule that 
is intended to reduce emissions from flares by reducing the frequency and magnitude of flaring.  The rule 
will require each refinery to develop and implement a flare management plan for each flare subject to the 
rule; submit the plan to the District for review and approval; periodically update the plan; operate flares in 
accordance with the developed flare minimization plan except in emergency situations; conduct a causal 
analysis when significant flaring occurs; develop and submit an annual report that summarizes the use of 
flares at low flow rates; and continuously monitor the water level and pressure of the water seal.  The 
District is also proposing to amend Regulation 8: Organic Compounds, Rule 2: Miscellaneous 
Operations, to clarify that this rule does not apply to sources subject to the new Regulation 12, Rule 12. 

The Draft EIR was developed to consider comments that prohibiting flaring may have the potential to 
create or cause an accident or safety hazard or release of flare vent gas into the atmosphere, and that 
adverse air quality impacts could occur as a result of such an accident, hazard, or release.  The Draft EIR 
concludes that the project is unlikely to cause any significant adverse environmental impacts. 

DRAFT EIR AND ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION ARE AVAILABLE AT:   

Bay Area Air Quality Management District Or by Calling: 
939 Ellis Street (415) 749-4650 
San Francisco, CA  94109 

Or by Accessing: 
http://www.baaqmd.gov/pln/ruledev/regulatory_public_hearings.asp 

PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PERIOD:  Comments relating to the environmental analysis should 
be addressed to Mr. Alex Ezersky, Bay Area Air Quality Management District, 939 Ellis Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94109.  Comments also can be sent by fax to (415) 749-4741 or by e-mail to 
aezersky@baaqmd.gov. Comments will be received during the period from May 27, 2005 until 5:00 p.m 
on Monday, June 27, 2005. 

DATE:  May 23, 2005 


